
Desert Institute
                        at Joshua Tree National Park

Course Catalog Fall 2018
Bighorn Sheep of Joshua Tree National Park
September 15 - see page 6



September 15   Bighorn Sheep of Joshua Tree National Park
September 16   “How-To” Identify Animal Burrows
September 21 - 23  Insects and Arthropods of the Morongo Basin* 
September 23   Desert Snakes: Mystery & Intrigue*

October 5   Ethics of Nature Photography
October 6   Capturing Joshua Tree Landscapes with Acrylics
October 6   Keys Ranch Nightscape Photography
October 6 - 7   Campfire Cuisine with Chef Tanya Petrovna
October 6 - 7   Citizen Science:  Post-Fire Restoration Monitoring in JTNP*
October 13   Geology of Amboy Crater
October 13   Charcoal Drawing in Joshua Tree National Park
October 13 - 14  Night Sky Photography
October 19 - 21  Backpacking for Women in Joshua Tree National Park
October 20   “How-To” Survive in the Desert
October 20   HDR Photography Workshop In Joshua Tree National Park
October 21   Hike to Samuelson’s Rocks
October 27   Botanical Illustration in Joshua Tree National Park
October 27   Geology of the Marble Mountains
October 27 - 28  Women’s “Get-Away” Weekend 
October 27 - 28  Archaeology of Joshua Tree National Park

November 2 - 4  Fine Art Photography in Joshua Tree National Park
November 3    Geology of the San Andreas Fault
November 3 - 4  Geology: Creation of the Joshua Tree Landscape*
November 10   Explore Crown Prince Lookout
November 10   Mining in the Mojave 
November 11   Summit Warren Peak
November 13   Landscapes for the People:  George Grant,  First Chief 
    Photographer of the National Park Service
November 17   Summit Quail Mountain
November 18   “How-To” Identify Animal Scat

   

      December 1   Photographing the Hi-Desert
December 1   Explore Queen Mountain West
December 2   Geology and Cultural History of Cottonwood Spring
December 8                               Discover the Pinto Wye Arrastra
December 9   Discover Bonanza Springs in the Mojave Trails National
    Monument

            

Fall 2018 Calendar 

* OFFERED FOR UNIVERSITY CREDIT
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CAMPING OPTION

Welcome to 
The Desert Institute 

In 1998, the National Park Service at Joshua Tree National Park encouraged their long-time non-profit partner, 
Joshua Tree National Park Association, to create a field program for adults that would complement the park’s own 
ranger-led interpretive activities by providing in-depth educational opportunities similar to other well-known insti-
tute programs such as those at Yellowstone, Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks.  From the beginning, U.C. Riv-
erside Extension was a partner to provide academic credit for our curriculum-based classes.  In the spring of 1999, 
the program was launched consisting of five weekend classes.  Almost twenty years later, we provide over seventy 
classes during the year, plus lecture series, customized programs for park visitors and “step-on” tour bus guides.  

In addition, we have begun to expand our classes  outside of the park to include more of the Mojave and the Colo-
rado deserts.  Recently, we conducted photography workshops along Route 66 and to the Salton Sea.  The Geology 
of the Mojave National Preserve class included the recently re-opened Mitchell Caverns.  We now have geology 
and ecology classes in the Marble Mountains,  Amboy Crater and Bonanza Springs in the Mojave Trails National 
Monument.  I invite you to explore our California deserts with great instructors and wonderful locations that  will 
fill you with awe.

Kevin Wong, Director, Desert Institute

Front cover photo by Kevin Powell
Back cover photo by Robert Zimmerman
Photos by Kevin Wong, unless credited otherwise

Nowhere Else We Would Rather Be!



Registration Information

Registration
The Desert Institute accepts registrations year round 
for special programming. Registrations for fall field 
classes start in July and registrations for spring field 
classes start in November. If you wish to enroll with 
the registration form on page 24, please enclose 
a check payable to Joshua Tree National Park 
Association.  Of course, you can contact the Desert 
Institute for enrollment and for any questions about 
our programs:

Phone: 760-367-5535

E-mail: desertinstitute@joshuatree.org

On-line: joshuatree.org

Mail: please use the form on page 24

EASY - Leisurely to moderate pace up 
to 3 miles per day through relatively flat 
terrain with frequent stops.
  
MODERATE - Moderate, steady pace up 
to 6 miles per day with some elevation 
gain and loss through some loose, 
rocky or uneven terrain. 
     
STRENUOUS - Longer rigorous hikes at 
a moderate to brisk pace up to 12 miles 
per day with significant elevation gain 
and loss up to 3,000 feet through steep 
terrain, with possible rock scrambling.

EXTREME -  Course includes rock 
scrambling throughout a significant 
portion of route. Good balance, full 
range of motion, and three points of 
contact while scrambling are necessary.

Please honestly assess your fitness level by reviewing the 
hiking level descriptions on this page and in the course 
descriptions. 

How Fit Do You Need To Be?
If you take part in a guided hike in Joshua Tree National Park,  you will need to carry a backpack - with food, 
clothing, water and other essentials - that generally weighs up to 15 pounds.  You will be exercising with either 
heat or cold, typical of California deserts and elevation gain.  And, you may need to scramble over large boul-
ders along the route.  To help you decide on which course is best for you, please take into account the “Hike 
Level” ratings and note that these ratings are only guidelines.  What is labeled “strenuous” might be routine for 
a very fit visitor.  For the most precise information about each activity or the effects of the desert environment, 
please call us at 760-367-5535.

The images and written content used within this website or document are intended to represent offered courses; however weather, 
landscape and other conditions during the actual course may be different. Certain catalog and course content may be in the public 
domain and some content, such as photographs, may have been contributed or licensed by third parties and may be protected by copy-
right.   Desert Institute course descriptions may contain links or URLs to third party websites. These sites are not under the control of 
the National Park Service, Joshua Tree National Park or the Desert Institute, who provide them as a convenience only and their use shall 
not be construed as an endorsement of, sponsorship of, or affiliation with the website; and they are not responsible for the contents.

Course dates, instructors and class content are subject to change. Contact the Desert Institute at 760-367-5535 for the most up-to-date 
information.
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“How-To” Courses
How-to’s and step-by-step advice from the experts.  Taking a cue from our course 
participants for more classes on “how-to”  explore and enjoy Joshua Tree National Park, 
we are offering the following programs for those who want to develop new skills.

“How - To” Identify Animal Scat

Date/Time: Sunday, November 18, 9 am - 2 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Stefanie Ritter, M.S.,  Zoology, Biology
Hike Level: Easy

Scat is one of the most important signs to look for when tracking 
animals. All animals leave scat in one form or another, even us 
(though we don’t tend to leave it on the ground!). Scats, feces, or 
just plain poo - these digested wastes left behind by animals are 
universally avoided by all but the most dedicated animal lovers, 
vets and scientists. But for anyone interested in finding out more 
about the animal world, scats can be a useful tool. They can reveal 
a lot about the things animals eat, where they go and even how 
they live. Join naturalist Stefanie Ritter as she takes you on a jour-
ney on “How-To” Identify Animal Scat in Joshua Tree National Park 
on this half-day field class.

Suggested reading:  Scats and Tracks of the Desert Southwest by 
James Halfpenny, Ph.D., found in the Visitor Centers or order at-
joshuatree.org/store.

Campfire Cuisine with Chef Tanya Petrovna

Date/Time: Saturday, October 6,  8 am - 5:30 pm
  Sunday, October 7,  6:30 am - 2 pm
Meet at:  Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:  $150 JTNPA member, $160 non member
Instructor: Chef Tanya Petrovna
Hike Level: Easy/Moderate

Join Chef Tanya Petrovna to learn easy, creative Plant Based 
camp cooking on this weekend class.  We will share with you 
many successful recipes for fun, exciting eating while camping 
in Joshua Tree National Park. Recipes will range from camp-
site appetizers followed by Bourguignon on Buttered Fire Pit 
Potatoes, Ash Roasted Vegetable Purses to S’mores Dip. Fruity 
Fresh Dutch Oven Biscuits and Dude Hash for breakfast, Trail 
Sandwiches and Wraps and Backpack Desserts.  The course fee 
includes the meal ingredients.

Chef Tanya will help you to be a good camp cook based on pre-
trip preparations, packing your foods correctly (no one wants 
water soaked sandwiches), and cooking equipment and uten-
sils checklists.  To create a good appetite, hikes with Lew King-
man are scheduled for both Saturday and Sunday.  

Class size limited to 12 participants, so sign up early!

“How-To” Identify Animal Burrows

Date/Time: Sunday, September 16, 9 am - 1 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Candice Weber, Professor, College of the  
  Desert
Hike Level: Easy

Have you ever taken a walk and noticed a hole in the ground 
and wondered what animal made it?  Holes abound in the des-
ert as animals seek refuge from climatic extremes and preda-
tors, or hunt for food.  Candice Weber will shed light on ground 
holes, elevated holes, divots and mounds in this field class.  
Participants will learn how to identify holes and what clues 
can help discern which animals are living in which holes in the 
classroom session, and then put their knowledge to the test in 
the field.  Curious visitors as well as seasoned naturalists will en-
joy peeking into the secret lives of these subterranean dwellers 
and discover who’s behind all of that digging!

Suggested reading:  A Field Guide to Desert Holes
by Pinau Merlin, found in the Visitor Centers  or order at 
joshuatree.org/store.

Date/Time: Saturday, October 20, 9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA/PINE member, $70 non member
Instructor: Kelly Crawford, Joshua Tree Excursions
Hike Level: Easy

Learn the essential “big five” skills needed to safely explore the 
sometimes harsh and often challenging desert landscape of 
Joshua Tree National Park. This all-day field workshop will provide 
an introduction to the fundamental skills needed for surviving 
in desert regions and the hazards associated with desert travel. 
Students will become familiar with desert skills such as emergency 
shelters, water location, signal mirror practice, overview of heat-
related injuries, venomous creatures, and survival kits for car and 
backpack. Kelly Crawford will teach the physical skills and mental 
processes that will prepare participants to discover some of the 
most beautiful and most dangerous habitats of the world.   The class 
will also emphasize that the reliance on personal digital equipment 
(GPS and cell phones) can lead to catastrophic failures.  Learn how 
to be self- reliant and don’t become a Search and Rescue statistic.

This class is not to be missed if you plan on spending any time in 
the desert!  

“How-To” Survive in the Desert

joshuatree.org

SIGN UP ONLINE
Click On Class Name

mailto:desertinstitute%40joshuatree.org?subject=desertinstitute%40joshuatree.org
http://www.joshuatree.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-survive-in-the-desert-winter-edition-registration-19463320315


Desert Snakes: Mystery and Intrigue*
(Biology x414.51, 0.5 unit)

Date/Time: Sunday, September 23, 9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Noncredit Fee: $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Credit Fee: $100 JTNPA member, $110 non member
Instructor: William Hayes, Ph.D., Zoology, Physiology
  Professor of Biology, Loma Linda University
Hike Level: Easy/Moderate

Feared and respected by many for their potential to inflict harm, 
snakes have long captured the fascination of humanity. William 
Hayes will introduce participants to a remarkable variety of 
venomous and non-venomous snakes that inhabit Southern 
California’s deserts in this all-day field class. Starting in the 
classroom, Dr. Hayes will discuss the many adaptations that are 
essential for snakes to survive in the desert ecosystem including 
unique morphological, physiological, behavioral, and ecological 
traits. Snake venom will also be discussed in detail providing 
answers to the following questions:  What, exactly, is venom? 
How is it made and how is it delivered? Can venoms be beneficial? 
The class will explore the surrounding desert to identify reptile 
habitat and hopefully see some snakes!
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Natural Science Courses

Insects and Arthropods of the Morongo Basin*
(Entomology x405.1, 1.5 unit)

Date/Time: Friday, September 21, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
  Sat., Sept. 22, 8 am - 1:30 pm;  6 pm - 9 pm
  Sunday, September 23, 8 am - 12 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Noncredit Fee: $135 JTNPA member, $145 non member
Credit Fee: $210 JTNPA member, $220 non member
Instructor: Kurt Leuschner, M.S., Wildlife Ecology
Hike Level: Easy/Moderate

This class is sponsored by the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve.

Did you know that insects can survive in temperatures over 110 
degrees Fahrenheit in the shade with little or no water? Kurt 
Leuschner will explore the lives of the largest group of animals 
in the world through a study of insect anatomy, survival traits, 
habitats, and behaviors. Participants will learn to identify and 
distinguish insects from other arthropods and then practice their 
skills in the field. Field observations will include desert, dune, and 
riparian habitats, as well as a special night session with black lights 
at the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve. Leuschner will share amazing 
stories of insects like the yucca moth, the ant lion, and the world 
they inhabit.

Geology: Creation of Joshua Tree Landscape*
(Geosciences x460.4, 1 unit)

Date/Time: Saturday, November 3, 9 am - 5 pm
  Sunday, November 4,  8 am - 1 pm
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Noncredit Fee: $110 JTNPA member, $120 non member
Credit Fee: $160 JTNPA member, $170 non member
Instructor: Tor Lacy, M.S., Geology, Professor, 
  Cerritos College 
Hike Level: Easy/Moderate

Investigate the natural architecture and origin of Joshua Tree 
National Park’s landscape with Tor Lacy, geology professor, 
Cerritos College. Starting in the classroom participants will be 
introduced to basic geologic principles including major rock 
groups, plate tectonics, mountain building, and the impact 
of weathering. Lacy will discuss how these processes worked 
together to form the fantastic desert landscape of the park. The 
class will venture into the field on two excursions to observe and 
identify monzogranite, gneiss, aplite, and more. For those new 
to geology or experienced geologists, Lacy will make learning 
about this complex and unique landscape comprehensible and 
fun.

Suggested Reading:  Joshua Tree National Park Geology by Trent 
& Hazlett, found in the Visitor Centers  or order at 
joshuatree.org/store.

Bighorn Sheep in Joshua Tree National Park

Date/Time: Saturday, September 15, 9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Mark Jorgensen, Former Superintendent of  
  Anza Borrego Desert State Park
Hike Level: Easy/Moderate

Desert bighorn sheep is the largest native animal in the desert 
southwest.  Mark Jorgensen will discuss the natural history of des-
ert bighorn sheep in the southwest US and northern Mexico. He 
will discuss the bighorn’s amazing adaptations to the desert en-
vironment, including their physical characteristics, distribution, 
behavior, predator relationships and diseases in this class.  Partic-
ipants will also learn about how the park’s current preservation 
efforts for the bighorn sheep corresponds with the unique physio-
logical characteristics of these animals and the park’s management 
plan to preserve this magnificent animal, as a part of California’s 
heritage.  During the session, the class will hike into bighorn hab-
itat and learn the key elements important for bighorn sheep sur-
vival. The field trip will highlight the importance of vast wilderness 
habitats, steep terrain, diverse plant communities, protection from 
human encroachment, and the threat of domestic livestock diseas-
es on the native bighorn sheep.

    joshuatree.org760-367-5535

Geology of Amboy Crater 

Date/Time: Saturday, October 13,  9 am - 3 pm
Meet at:    Amboy Crater National Natural Landmark
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Alessandro Grippo, Ph.D., Geological 
  Sciences 
Hike Level: Moderate/Strenuous

Volcanoes of southern California? We are famous for faults, and 
earthquakes, and maybe for other geologic phenomena, but not 
volcanoes. Still, when we look to our landscape we find evidence 
of volcanic activity, some of it quite recent. In this class we will 
learn basic concepts of geology and explore Amboy volcano and 
the surrounding lava fields to understand why they formed, and 
if they could become active again!   Designated a National Nat-
ural Landmark in 1973,  Amboy Crater was recognized for its vi-
sual and geological significance.  There are a number of dormant 
volcanoes in the Mojave Desert, and Amboy Crater is a perfect 
example of a cinder volcanic cone very similar to the volcanoes 
throughout the region. Join Professor Alessandro Grippo on this 
all-day field trip.

Suggested Reading:  Roadside Geology of Southern California by 
Sylvester and Gans, found in the Visitor Centers  or order at 
joshuatree.org/store.

I have been thrilled with the quality of classes from the Des-
ert Institute.  The Biological Soil Crusts class really stretched 
me and I felt new worlds open. What an experience. I need 
several more lifetimes to pursue all my interests. Thank you 
for providing these quality experiences!   
                    - Siri Forsman-Sims

Educator, Sweetwater Union High School District

Citizen Science:  Post-Fire Restoration Monitor-
ing in Joshua Tree National Park*
(Biology x404.22, 1 unit)

Date/Time: Saturday, October 6, 6 pm - 9 pm
  Sunday, October 7, 9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Noncredit Fee: $135 JTNPA member, $145 non member
Credit Fee: $185 JTNPA  member, $195 non member
Instructor: Marinna Wagner, M.S., Landscape
  Architecture
Hike Level: Moderate/Strenuous

Fire cycles have become more frequent and intense across the 
state of California.  Desert environments are not well adapt-
ed to fire compared to other ecological communities such as 
chaparral.  In addition, the complex layering of global warming, 
increased nitrogen deposition, the abundance of non-native 
grasses, and herbivory and granivory have caused native plants 
to struggle to naturally recolonize a burned area.  Restoration is 
a tool used to jump start the ecological healing process, reduce 
the potential negative effects caused by erosion, and increase 
habitat value. Join Marinna Wagner to learn about restoration, 
natural vegetation succession, and monitoring techniques in the 
Mojave Desert.  For this course, we will collect vegetation data 
on a restoration project of a post-fire landscape in Joshua Tree 
National Park.  The class will monitor at least two different areas 
for comparison including fertile islands replanted by Park staff 
and the interspaces between revegetated areas.  The data will 
later be analyzed to determine how the initial plantings survived, 
which early colonizers and late-succession species have natural-
ly recruited, and the effectiveness of the fertile island strategy. 
Class size limited to 12 participants, so sign up early!

Geology of the Marble Mountains

Date/Time: Saturday, October 27,  9 am - 3 pm
Meet at:    Roy’s Gas Station and Cafe, Amboy
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Alessandro Grippo, Ph.D., Geological 
  Sciences 
Hike Level: Moderate

The Marble Mountains are a rather small mountain range locat-
ed in one of the harshest, driest parts of the Mojave Desert, in 
southeastern California near the tiny towns of Chambless and 
Cadiz. What makes the Marble Mountains especially attractive 
to paleontologists is the comparatively rich Cambrian fossil bi-
ota which can be found in a particular rock layer, the Latham 
Shale, that is well-exposed in the southern part of the range, 
as well as in some nearby ranges such as the Bristol Mountains. 
The Latham Shale and the rock layers below and above it com-
prise a well-studied section of Lower and Middle Cambrian stra-
ta, which extends, with some variation, over a large part of the 
southern Mojave Desert.  The dominant fossils in the Latham 
Shale are trilobites.  Trilobites form one of the earliest known 
groups of arthropods. Join Professor Alessandro Grippo on this 
all-day field trip.

Suggested Reading:  Roadside Geology of Southern California by 
Sylvester and Gans, found in the Visitor Centers  or order at 
joshuatree.org/store.

Geology of the San Andreas Fault

Date/Time: Saturday, November 3,  9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Coachella Valley Preserve
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Ted Reeves,  B.A.,  Professor of Earth  
                                      Sciences, University of the Pacific
Hike Level: Moderate/Strenuous

California is a state defined by plate tectonics, motion, 
continental drift, and subduction zones. Join geologist Ted 
Reeves as he demystifies fault systems and their effects. Reeves 
will unfold the geologic story of the southern Californian 
landscape in this all-day field class. Participants will travel a 
total of approximately six miles walking to Pushawalla Palms to 
see evidence of the folding and uplift that formed Pushawalla 
Canyon. Reeves will illuminate fault-related features in the 
field with special emphasis on physical deformations of the 
landscape. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to walk along the 
San Andreas fault zone and touch the San Andreas fault!

SIGN UP ONLINE
Click On Class Name

SIGN UP ONLINE
Click On Class Name



Naturalist Series
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The Joshua Tree Master

IF YOU LOVE observing nature and learning 
about Joshua Tree National Park, expand your 
knowledge through the Joshua Tree Mas-
ter Naturalist Series.  Eleven comprehensive 
courses on key Joshua Tree topics are designed 
to broaden your understanding of the ecology, 
plants, geology, wildlife, and history of the park.  
Through field-based excursions and lectures, 
you’ll cultivate observations skills that are the 
hallmark of a good naturalist.  By documenting 
field observations through sketches, journal-
ing, photography and more, you’ll learn how to 
make a deeper connection to nature.  When you 
complete eight courses, of your choice,  from 
our eleven science classes that we offer annu-
ally, you will receive your “Joshua Tree Natural-
ist” certification and a Joshua Tree National Park 
hoodie.  Courses will be offered yearly and cer-
tification may be completed over time.  These 
eleven courses in the Joshua Tree Master Nat-
uralist Series are also approved for credit from 
U.C. Riverside Extension.  U.C. Riverside credit is 
not required for the Joshua Tree Master Natu-
ralist certificate.

 NATURALIST SERIES

Desert Snakes: Mystery and Intrique
September  24

Insects and Arthropods of the Morongo Basin
September  29 - October 1

Citizen Science:  Post-fire Restoration Monitoring
                                      in Joshua Tree National Park                            

October 6 - 7

Geology: Creation of the of Joshua Tree Landscape
November 4 - 5

     Rocks and Minerals of Joshua Tree National Park
Spring 2019

Flora of Joshua Tree National Park
Spring 2019

Biological Soil Crusts of Joshua Tree National Park
Spring 2019

Desert Invertebrates
Spring 2019

Ecology of Joshua Tree National Park
Spring 2019

Birds of Joshua Tree National Park
Spring 2019

Citizen Science: Phenological Monitoring 
in Joshua Tree National Park

Spring 2019

               joshuatree.org8 760-367-5535

Bud Williams earned his “Master Naturalist” certificate.  He 
is seen here with two naturalist candidates, “Spider” Fawke 
and Becky Dressler.

Natural Science Courses

Photo by Jamie Pricer

Geology & Cultural History of Cottonwood Spring

Date/Time: Sunday, December 2,  9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Cottonwood Visitor Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Ted Reeves, Instructor, University of the Pacific
Hike Level: Moderate

Stretch your legs and enjoy the spectacular scenery of the 
Cottonwood Mountains with Ted Reeves in this all-day field 
class.  Reeves will discuss the rocks and minerals of Cottonwood 
Mountains and tell stories of the people who eked out a living in 
the Cottonwood Spring area during the late 1800s.  Participants 
will walk six miles through the rolling hills of the Colorado Desert 
to see mills, mines, and more.  Along the trail, Reeves will share 
the history of the cowboys, miners, and teamsters who depended 
on Cottonwood Spring for their livelihood.  The route will follow a 
portion of a prominent freight road built in the 1880s.  Don’t miss 
the opportunity to learn how geology is connected to cultural 
history at Cottonwood Spring!

Our credit courses are designed to meet the 
professional development needs of educators 
for career and salary advancement.  Come for 
a weekend of inspiration, education and fun 
in Joshua Tree National Park!  Course credit 
is offered through U.C. Riverside Extension.  
Teachers may apply for Professional Career 
Development through their school district. Fall 
credit courses:

Insects and  Arthropods of the Morongo Basin
Desert Snakes: Mystery  & Intrigue

Geology: Creation of the Joshua Tree  Landscape
Citizen Science:  Post-Fire Restoration 

Monitoring in Joshua Tree National Park

Teachers

Discover Bonanza Springs in the Mojave Trails 
National Monument

Date/Time: Sunday, December 9,   9 am - 3 pm
Meet at:    Roy’s Gas Station and Cafe, Amboy
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructors: Julia Sizek, Ph.D., candidate, U.C., Berkeley,   
  Anthropology 
  David Lamfrom, Director, California Deserts  
  National Parks Conservation  Association
Hike Level: Easy/Moderate

Bonanza Springs is a riparian area within the new Mojave Trails Na-
tional Monument. This area supports seasonal water flow, willows, 
cottonwoods, and other riparian vegetation; therefore it is an im-
portant source of water for both plants and animal communities 
within the desert.   David will provide information on the ecology 
of the springs and adjacent uplands potentially holding fall bloom-
ing annual species.  Participants will also learn about the history of 
Bonanza Springs and contemporary water politics in the California 
desert from Julia. This co-led class will provide an excellent opportu-
nity to understand both the naturalist’s view of an important spring 
in the desert and a historical view of how different interests have 
fought over California’s groundwater.

SIGN UP ONLINE
Click On Class Name



Explore Crown Prince Lookout 

Date/Time: Saturday, November 10,  8 am -  Noon
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Kevin Powell, Author, Photographer
Hike Level: Easy -  2.6 miles round trip

Clamber to the top of an old military lookout via an easy cross-coun-
try ramble and a very short section of technical rock scrambling.  
Once on top, there will be a short discussion on the history of this 
long-forgotten, and little known World War II artifact.  As well, the 
views down into the Pinto Basin to the east and back to the west 
of Queen Valley and its surrounding peaks are especially mem-
orable from this high, but infrequently visited mesa-like feature 
situated near the Jumbo Rocks Campground. Roundtrip distance 
is 2.6 miles with a total elevation gain of 200 feet.  Please note:  
some technical rock scrambling will be required to reach the 
location where the old lookout once stood.

Cultural Science Courses
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Archaeology of Joshua Tree National Park

Date/Time: Saturday, October 27, 9 am - 5 pm
  Sunday, October 28, 9 am - 2 pm
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $110 JTNPA member, $120 non member
Instructor: Daniel McCarthy, M.S., Anthropology
Hike Level: Easy

Discover the ancient peoples who were defined by the arid 
landscape of what is now Joshua Tree National Park. Daniel Mc-
Carthy will discuss how archaeologists study human culture 
through material remains and environmental landscapes. The 
class will begin with an archaeological overview including an 
exclusive visit to see the artifacts and archival collections at the 
Park’s Research Museum. The field sessions will focus on the pre-
historic and historic peoples who lived in this area and will pro-
vide students with new insights into the park’s cultural heritage.

Military Scholarships

Through a grant provided by the Marine Corps 
Air Ground Combat Center Officers’ Spouses’ 
Club, the Desert Institute offers a limited number 
of scholarships for  our educational programs to 
active and retired Marines and their family mem-
bers on the 29 Palms MCAGCC.  For more infor-
mation and qualification requirements, please 
call   760-367-5535.

760-367-5535

Discover the Pinto Wye Arrastra 

Date/Time: Saturday, December 8,  8 am - Noon
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Kevin Powell, Author, Photographer
Hike Level: Easy  - 2 miles round trip

Enjoy a slow-paced, all cross-country hike over lightly undulating 
terrain to an historic mining related mill site, known as an arras-
tra. This arrastra, the only surviving one in the Park was used to 
mill gold ore into a final product that could then be sold to the 
United States Mint or used to purchase other goods or services.
The wooden arrastra, which was probably built and used in the 
1930s, has been partially restored and maintained by the Park 
Service and is on the National Registry of Historic Places.

Guided Hikes in JTNP

Summit Warren Peak 

Date/Time: Sunday, November 11,  7:30 am - 
  Late Afternoon
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Tom Scanlan, Hike Leader
Hike Level: Moderate/Strenuous - 5 miles round trip
  

Join us for this five mile out-and-back hike that leads to the top 
of Warren Peak, elevation 5103 feet. Warren is located on the 
western edge of the Little San Bernardino Mountains in one of 
the less traveled areas of Joshua Tree National Park. The hike 
begins at the Black Rock Campground Visitor Center. From here 
the hike passes through a classic desert wash with views of the 
iconic Joshua Trees. As the trail rises gently towards the peak you 
pass though stands of pine trees. As you reach the base of the 
mountain, a relatively short, strenuous climb leaves leads you to 
the summit. Once on top, the hiker will be rewarded with unob-
structed views of the surrounding mountains and deserts that on 
a clear day stretch as far as the Salton Sea.

Summit Quail Mountain

Date/Time: Saturday,  November 17, 7:30 am - 
  Late Afternoon
Meet at:    Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Kevin Powell, Author, Photographer
Hike Level: Strenuous  - 11 miles round trip

Trek to the top of the Park’s highest peak, with an ascent of the 
Park’s most recently named peak, Mount Minerva Hoyt as an add-
ed bonus. This strenuous and entirely off-trail hike follows along 
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Explore Queen Mountain West

Date/Time: Saturday,  December 1, 7:30 am - 
  Late Afternoon
Meet at:    Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Kevin Powell, Author, Photographer
Hike Level: Strenuous  - 8.5 miles round trip

Venture forth to the remote and seldom visited, west side of 
Queen Mountain where water has carved the underlying quartz 
monzonite rock in to a series of sculpted, polished potholes and 
other unique natural features similar to its down stream counter-
part, Rattlesnake Canyon.  Along the way, participants will get a 
unique view of the expansive and complex Wonderland of Rocks 
that lies below.  The hike leader will also point out important 
geologic landmarks that may prove useful on future hikes that 
participants may choose to do on their own. Of special note: 
This hike is entirely off-trail and involves short sections of easy to 
moderate rock scrambling.

This was hands down the best class I have ever taken.  
That was due to your thorough knowledge of the subject 
and willingness to share.  Thank you!

Hike to Samuelson’s Rocks 

Date/Time: Sunday, Oct 21,  8 am - Late Afternoon
Meet at:    Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:  $35 JTNPA member, $45 non member
Instructor: Lew Kingman, Archaeology  Site Steward
Hike Level: Moderate -  4 miles round trip

Samuelson’s Rocks: chances are good that most visitors to Joshua 
Tree National Park have never seen them, let alone even know 
they exist.  Inspired by religion, politics, nature and solitude, John 
Samuelson, a homesteader,  set about to use the ancient rocks 
as a canvas to express his “eternal verities of existence,” as he re-
ferred to them, along with his views on the Great Depression.  
His words are still quite visible today, looking much like they did 
when he carved them over 88 years ago.

How Fit Do You Need To Be?
If you take part in a Guided Hike in JTNP,  you will need to 
carry a backpack - with food, clothing, water and other es-
sentials - that generally weighs up to 15 pounds.  You will 
be exercising with either heat or cold, typical of the Mojave 
Desert and elevation gain.  And, you may need to scramble 
over large boulders along the route.  To help you decide on 
which course is best for you, please take into account the 
“Hike Level” ratings.  Please note that these ratings are only 
guidelines.  What is labeled “strenuous”might be routine for a 
very fit visitor.  For the most precise information about each 
activity or the effects of the desert environment, please call 
us at 760-367-5535.

a ridgeline that affords spectacular views of the Wonderland of
Rocks, Lost Horse Valley, Queen and Ryan Mountain and the 
chance to see mule deer and bighorn sheep. Once on top, there 
is a commanding view in all directions inclusive of Mount San 
Jacinto and San Gorgonio Mountain off to the west.

Mining in the Mojave

Date/Time: Sunday, November 10, 7:30 am - 
  Late Afternoon
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Julia Sizek, Ph.D. candidate, Anthropology
Hike Level: Moderate - 6 miles round trip

Get a great hike and learn the history of mining in the Mojave with 
anthropologist Julia Sizek. Sizek will lead participants on a moder-
ate six-mile hike and you will explore a desert wash which leads to 
an old 1930s mining site called Ruby Lee. The class will learn about 
the history of mining through artifacts left behind by miners as 
well as regional trends in mining throughout the Mojave Desert. 
Participants will also learn about other historical land uses, includ-
ing grazing and agriculture.

SIGN UP ONLINE
Click On Class Name
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HDR Photography in Joshua Tree National Park

Date/Time: Saturday, October 20, 3:30 pm - 9 pm
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $100 JTNPA member,  $110 non member
Instructor: Scott Klinger, Professor,  College of the Desert  
Hike Level: Easy

Forget what you know and think about HDR (High Dynamic 
Range) photography. This workshop will show you how you can 
create realistic and beautiful high dynamic range imagery.  We’ve 
all seen over-processed images that are just too saturated and 
unnatural looking, but perfectly balanced HDR is stunning.  During 
the workshop, Scott Klinger takes you through the shooting and 
processing workflow of HDR images, helping you to artistically and 
skillfully increase the dynamic range in your photography.  Whether 
you’re a professional photographer or an avid enthusiast, this 
workshop will guide you through every step of creating amazing 
HDR photographs from prep to post.  

Class size limited to 12 participants, so sign up early!

Charcoal Drawing in Joshua Tree National Park

Date/Time: Saturday, October 13, 8:30 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member,  $70 non member
Instructor: Taylor Whiting, Instructor, Artist
Hike Level: Easy

Students will broaden their understanding and appreciation 
of the desert’s natural beauty through careful examination 
of Joshua Tree National Park’s terrain. There are so many 
possibilities to explore. Whether you’re interested in creating 
a serene landscape or powerful Joshua tree you will learn to 
create an image with a strong dynamic composition and feeling 
unique to you.  This class is an exploration of mark-making with 
fun exercises encouraging students to be bold and relax into 
the quiet practice of drawing. In no time you will be meditating 
on the quiet subtleties or loud contrast of light and value 
discovering the wonders of the desert overlooked before. 

This class will be conducted at the exclusive Lost Horse 
Campground.

Creative Arts Courses

Keys Ranch Nightscape Photography Workshop 

Date/Time: Saturday, October 6, 5 pm - 11 pm
Meet at:   Oasis Visitor Center
Fee: $150 JTNPA member, $160 non member
Instructor: Don Chambers, Nightscape 
 Photography Instructor
Hike Level: Easy

Most photographers put their camera away after sunset but to-
day’s digital camera technology makes it easier than ever for 
photographers to take photographs of the night sky.  And the 
night sky in Joshua Tree is beautiful.  With long exposures, the 
camera will gather light from thousands of stars not visible to 
the naked eye.  When we add light painting techniques of in-
teresting foregrounds, you have an incredible and unique pho-
tograph to be proud of.   This workshop will include classroom 
instruction about the night sky, necessary camera equipment, 
camera settings, focusing at night, light painting, field tech-
niques, and an overview of post-processing.  After everyone is 
comfortable with the concepts of night photography the class 
will go into the park and practice new skills during a unique pri-
vate evening at Keys Ranch. This class is for photographers of all 
abilities that are new to night photography and light painting 
techniques.  Photographers must be able to work their camera 
in full manual mode, in the dark!

Class size limited to 8 participants, so sign up early!

Creative Arts Courses
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Botanical Illustration in Joshua Tree National Park 

Date/Time: Saturday,  October  27, 9 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Tania Marien, Artist, Instructor
Hike Level: Easy

Botanical illustration has played an important role in the history 
of botany. Illustrations have made it possible for explorers and 
botanists to share their discoveries with the public. In the past, 
the construction of and the printing of botanical illustrations was 
a collaborative effort between botanists, draftsmen, engravers, 
colorists, and printers.  Today botanical illustration continues 
to play an important role in the plant sciences. Contemporary 
botanical illustrators contribute daily to the fields of education 
and science communication. Examples of their work can be found 
on interpretive panels at national parks, nature centers, gardens, 
zoos, and cultural and heritage sites. Their work can also be found 
in printed materials such as textbooks, journal articles, field guides 
and brochures.  Learn more about botanical illustration and how 
to use it to document your visit to Joshua Tree National Park. In 
this introductory workshop, participants will learn how to sketch 
what they see and learn how to give three-dimensional form to 
their sketches. Participants will also learn how they can turn their 
sketches into a finished image.

Capturing Joshua Tree Landscapes with Acrylics

Date/Time: Saturday, October 6,  8:30 am - 4 pm
Meet at:    Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:  $60 JTNPA member, $70 non member
Instructor: Janis Commentz, Artist, Instructor
Hike Level: Easy

Few destinations offer a landscape as unique as Joshua Tree 
National Park.  Spend a day painting in beautiful Joshua Tree NP.  
In this one-day class, you will focus on observation, setting an 
intention for the day, and learning the process of acrylic landscape 
painting. Janis Commentz is known for her color-intense palette and 
loose brush strokes.  The morning will begin with basic instruction 
on the process and introduction to materials. Topics will include 
laying out your palette, color mixing, how to observe the landscape 
and translate it into an image, tips to see patterns of lights and 
darks, and planning a successful composition.  Participants will 
move outdoors to observe, sketch, and learn what to look for in a 
potential landscape.  The afternoon will include a demonstration on 
starting your painting, blocking out your sketch on canvas and time 
needed to developing your painting. This class is for beginning to 
intermediate painters.

The desert is a fragile environment and eco painting techniques will 
be used.

Night Sky Photography 

Date/Time: Saturday, October 13, 1 pm - 10 pm
  Sunday, October 14,  9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $110 JTNPA member, $120 non member
Instructor: Dennis Mammana, M.S., Astronomy, 
  Sky Photographer, Syndicated Columnist
Hike Level: Easy

If you enjoy photography and are fascinated by the desert night sky, 
this two-session, hands-on workshop is for you! Dennis Mammana 
will teach participants how to use even the simplest of cameras 
to create magnificent celestial portraits. The class will begin with 
tips for setting up and shooting the night sky. Saturday evening, 
participants will head into the park to try out their new knowledge 
under the real night sky. The next day, Mammana will show how 
the image taken the previous night can be altered in PhotoShop. 
Any camera will work, as long as it can be adjusted manually, used 
with a tripod and remote control, and take exposures of 15, 30, or 
more seconds. Students should have a good working knowledge of 
their equipment prior to taking this class.  Class size limited to 12 
participants, so sign up early!

Ethics of Nature Photography

Date/Time: Friday, October 5, 7 pm - 8:30 pm
Meet at:    Bell Center, Copper Mountain College
Fee:  Free
Presenter: Steve Berardi, Nature Photographer

Photographing nature can be a rewarding experience and it 
can help grow a greater appreciation for the environment. 
However, as photographers, it’s also important for us to be 
aware of our actions and how they might affect the wilderness 
areas we visit. It’s important for us to “leave no trace” when we 
photograph nature and to protect the safety of plants and an-
imals. Many photographers have different opinions on what’s 
ethical and what isn’t, and this lecture will explore many of 
those opposing viewpoints. Ultimately, we all want the same 
thing: to protect our wilderness, so hopefully we can get there 
together.  Come join Steve Berardi in a discussion on Ethics of 
Nature Photography.

SIGN UP ONLINE
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Fine Art Photography in Joshua Tree National 
Park
Date/Time: Friday, November 2, 7 pm - 9 pm
  Saturday, November 3,  5 am - 9 pm 
  Sunday, November 4,  5 am - 3 pm
Meet at:    Oasis Visitor Center
Fee:  $150 JTNPA member, $160 non member
Instructor: Ralph Nordstrom, Photographer, Instructor
Hike Level: Easy to Moderate 

Immerse yourself in the wonders of Joshua Tree National Park 
and connect with the enchantment to be found there.  This 
course features the relationship between photography and art.  
In it we will explore the artistic process and how to grow as an 
artist.  It is not intended to be a basic photography class, but 
rather an opportunity to expand your personal interpretation 
and creative expression which is the heart of the art.  Our ex-
perience of this marvelous land will be enhanced by camping 
(optional) in the Lost Horse Campground, from Friday through 
Sunday.  The weekend schedule includes two sunrise shoots, 
two morning shoots, one sunset shoot, one optional night sky 
shoot (conditions permitting). There will be classroom programs 
to provide an orientation, to discuss “The Essence of Fine Art” 
and photo sharing and constructive critiques.  This is an “action 
packed” workshop, so, bring your camera equipment, camping 
equipment and enthusiasm and watch your creativity soar!

Call 760-367-5535 for more information on the camping option.

Creative Arts Courses
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Photographing the Hi-Desert 

Date/Time: Saturday, December 1, 8 am - 5 pm
Meet at:    Big Morongo Canyon Preserve
Fee:  $85 JTNPA member,  $95 non member
Instructor: Craig Fucile, Photographer, Instructor
Hike Level: Moderate

This class is sponsored by the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve.

Grab your camera and put on your hiking boots for this inten-
sive all-day photo shoot in Joshua Tree National Park!  Craig 
Fucile will guide the class in seeing the natural beauty of the 
park through the camera lens.  The class will begin with early 
morning light at the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve followed 
by a mid-morning instructional program at Black Rock Canyon 
Visitor Center.  The afternoon session will relocate to a spe-
cial “photographers only” session at Keys Ranch, focusing on 
how to capture the buildings and historic remnants at this re-
markable homestead.  Fucile will share tips on how to record 
unique rock formations and vast views of the park.  Partic-
ipants are encouraged to bring a tripod with their camera(s).
Class size limited to 12 participants, so sign up early!

Women’s Programs

Women’s “Get Away” Weekend

Date/Time:          Saturday, October 27,  8 am - 5 pm
              Sunday, October 28, 8 am - 4 pm
Meet at:                Joshua Tree Visitor Center
Fee:              $110 JTNPA members,  $120 non member
Instructors:          Caryn Davidson, Yoga Instructor, Retired Ranger
              Elizabeth Wyatt, Creative Writing Instructor
Hike Level:           Moderate

Spend a weekend with the Desert Institute at Joshua Tree National 
Park where you can go to unplug, to get away, to learn new skills 
and to enjoy the company of other course participants. Trade in 
your computer, cell phone, Instagrams, clocks, schedules and 
workplace jargon for an off-the-grid weekend  with the girls - two 
days of pure unadulterated fun and education! Join Caryn and 
Elizabeth on hikes, journaling and yoga.  This weekend  of classes 
will be held at the Lost Horse Campsite, a beautiful location that is 
perfect for this program!  

Above photos by Fran Calvert

Backpacking for Women in Joshua Tree National 
Park

Date/Time:             Friday, October 19, 6 pm - 7 pm
                 Saturday, October 20, 8:30 am - 9 pm
                 Sunday, October 21,  8:30 am - 3 pm
Meet at:                   Black Rock Nature Center
Fee:                           $110 JTNPA member, $120 non member
Instructor:               Pam Kersey, Hiking & Backpacking Instructor
                 Robin Balch, Hiking & Backpacking Instructor
Hike Level:              Moderate

Spend a weekend in the Joshua Tree back country! This is a per-
fect opportunity for women who want to get away from the noise 
of car camping, but may be afraid to go backpacking alone. This 
class is for women interested in backpacking. Novices are encour-
aged to join! We will carry everything we need for an overnight 
adventure in our backpacks. You will enjoy the company of other 
women who love exploring the outdoors. You will learn new ideas 
for what to eat while camping on the trail. Your instructors will also 
go over trail safety, backpacking gear and how to set up and tear 
down camp efficiently. You must be able to carry approximately 
30 pounds of weight in your backpack while hiking approximately 
5 miles per day in the desert with the group. If you are able to hike 
up to 7 miles with a daypack then you should be fine. The class 
will include two days of hiking and one night on the trail. We will 
meet on Friday evening to check that participants have all of the 
food, water and gear they will need for the trip. You will have the 
option of camping at Blackrock Campground on Friday night or if 
you choose to sleep elsewhere you need to be back to Blackrock 
Campground by 8:00 am From there we will travel by car to a a 
trailhead to be determined later. We will start the overnight back-
packing trip on Saturday morning and hike out on Sunday. 
Class size limited to 6 participants, so sign up early!

Women who love the outdoors have a new way 
to get outside together. The Desert Institute at 
Joshua Tree National Park offers two  weekend 
getaways this fall,  created by and for women 
who love the outdoors.  The Desert Institute 
programs brings women together to try some-
thing new. Whether your skill level is advanced 
or you just want to get out and enjoy the out-
doors with a great group of other women, this 
is for you!

Landscapes for the People: 
George Grant, First Chief Photographer of the 
National Park Service

Date/Time: Tuesday, November 13, 7 pm - 8:30 pm
Meet at:    Bell Center, Copper Mountain College
Fee:  Free
Presenter: Ren & Holly Davis, Authors

George Alexander Grant is an unknown elder in the field of 
American landscape photography. Just as they regarded the 
work of his contemporaries--Ansel Adams, Edward Weston, El-
iot Porter, and others -- millions of people viewed Grant’s pho-
tographs; unlike those contemporaries, few even knew Grant’s 
name. Landscapes for the People shares his story through his 
remarkable images and a compelling biography profiling pa-
tience, perseverance, dedication, and an unsurpassed love of 
the natural and historic places that Americans chose to pre-
serve.  A Pennsylvania native, Grant was introduced to the 
parks during the summer of 1922 and resolved to make parks 
work and photography his life. Seven years later, he received 
his dream job and spent the next quarter century visiting the 
four corners of the country to produce images in more than 
one hundred national parks, monuments, historic sites, battle-
fields, and other locations. He was there to visually document 
the dramatic expansion of the National Park Service during 
the New Deal, including the work of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps.  Grant’s images are the work of a master craftsman. His 
practiced eye for composition and exposure and his patience 
to capture subjects in their finest light are comparable to those 
of his more widely known contemporaries. Nearly fifty years 
after his death, it is fitting that George Grant’s photography be 
introduced to a new generation of Americans wild nature - that 
wilderness which has always been our home. 

SIGN UP ONLINE
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Camping Classes
The Desert Institute offers a number of classes that have a camping option at the se-
cluded Lost Horse Campground, an administrative campground that is not used by the 
general public.  It is a great location for our classes!  The following classes will be con-
ducted at the Lost Horse Campground:

October 6-7             Creative Camp Cooking with Chef Tanya Petrovna

October 27-28        Women’s “Get-Away” Weekend

December 2-4        Fine Art Photography in Joshua Tree National Park

The following class will be based from the Black Rock Nature Center:

October 20-21        Backpacking for Women in Joshua Tree National Park 
                                       

New Instructors

Campsite at Lost Horse Campground View from Lost Horse Campground

  
MARINNA WAGNER recently completed her masters degree in Landscape Architecture and holds a B.A. 
in fine arts.  Her graduate thesis reviewed revegetation projects throughout the Mojave Desert and 
reevaluated eight different restoration sites in and around Joshua Tree National Park.  She has been 
living in Joshua Tree since 2015 and works at the Mojave Desert Land Trust Restoration Nursery and 
Seed Bank.

Citizen Science:  Post-Fire Restoration Monitoring in Joshua Tree National 

SCOTT KLINGER received his first camera at the age of 7, a Kodak Instamatic, which he used to serially 
photograph naval warships in the San Diego Bay during the late 80’s.  Since then he has been exhibiting 
his work at galleries and film festivals for over ten years. His work is in the permanent collection of 
the Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Art and his most recent film The Lover Who Doesn’t Forget was 
screened at the 66th Festival de Cannes and his film Memento Mori (2010) won Best Experimental Film 
at the Hollywood Reel Independent Film Festival. Scott holds degrees from UCLA and UC Irvine.

HDR Photography Workshop in Joshua Tree National 

JULIA SIZEK is a Ph.D. candidate in anthropology at the University of California, Berkeley. Her research 
focuses on contemporary land management conflicts in the checkerboard of private and public land 
in the eastern portions of the Mojave Desert in southeastern California. She studies contemporary 
environmental issues as well as local history and efforts at cultural and historic preservation.

Mining in the Mojave and Discover Bonanza Springs

TAYLOR WHITING is a high desert artist and educator with over a decade of experience developing 
curriculum that highlights creative exploration and developing technical skills to children and adults 
throughout the Southern California area. No matter the medium or style, it is of paramount importance 
that her students have fun express themselves and find innovative inspiration from a historical and 
contemporary context.

Charcoal Drawing in Joshua Tree National Park

DAVID LAMFROM, National Parks Conservation Association, Director of the California Desert and 
National Wildlife programs, uses his passion and knowledge of our natural, cultural and historical 
resources to inspire others to learn about and protect our national parks.

Discover Bonanza Springs in the Mojave Trails National Monument



Bringing Nature and Science to our Community

The Desert Institute’s community outreach program brings cutting edge presentations on the cultural 
history, natural science and the arts pertaining to Joshua Tree National Park, to the Morongo Basin and 
the Coachella Valley with various partners.

The Desert Institute partners include Joshua Tree National Park, the Twentynine Palms Historical Soci-
ety,  the Palm Springs Public Library, U.C. Riverside, Extension, Copper Mountain College and the Ace 
Hotel, Palm Springs.

Community Lectures

Old Schoolhouse Lecture Series:

September 14 Julia Sizek:  “When Women Seldom Traveled Alone: Botanist, Mary Beal,  Wandered the 
  California Deserts in Search of Rare Plants” 
October 12 Sid Burks:  “General Patton’s Desert Training Center” 
November 9   Sid Burks:  “The California-Arizona Maneuver Area and Desert Training Center Airpower”
December 14  Bob & Jeff Dunn:  “The Dunn Family History in 29 Palms” 
January 11 Kenneth Gentry: “Pioneertown, USA:  Where the Old West Lives Again” 
February 8 Kyle Sullivan:  “Adventures in the Mojave Trails National Monument” 
March 8 Sean Milanovich:  “The Treaty of Temecula and the American Invasion in Southern California” 
April 12  Chris McDonald:  “Desert Plant Ecology or Why Does The Desert Poke Me?”
May 10  Amanda Wixon: “Civilization Through Citrus: Sherman Institute, 1901-1950”
June 14  Marina West:  “History of Water in the Morongo Basin - Perspectives on an Underappreciated 
  Resource”
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The Desert Institute  can arrange for a professional, knowledgeable naturalist to join your bus tour for 
a visit to Joshua Tree National Park as a “step-on” guide.  Our interpreters have specialized knowledge 
of the local geology, natural history, flora and fauna, archaeology and cultural history.  Let us entertain 
and educate your guests which will make their experience of Joshua Tree National Park a memorable 
event!

RATES:  Effective through December, 2018
Our fees begin at $310 for any tour up to 4 hours in length and $40 per hour for each additional hour.

All rates are per naturalist. Large groups and multiple motor coaches may require more than one 
guide. To schedule a Motor Coach Tour, contact the Desert Institute at 760-367-5535 or 
desertinstitute@joshuatree.org.

Tour group operators pay park entrance fees.  Please contact our office if you wish to include a guided 
hike or additional programs.

It was great working with the staff from the Desert Institute to develop a customized day-tour of Joshua Tree 
National Park for our convention participants.  From the initial planning stage to the actual tour itself the 
staff was professional and thorough in coordinating a well-planned, fun and informative overview of the 
park.  The naturalists who guided the group shared their passion and expert knowledge, providing a very 
memorable experience for our attendees.  We’d highly recommend the Institute to any group thinking of 
planning a trip to Joshua Tree National Park.

-          Public Lands Alliance

“Step-On” Guides for Bus Tours

Desert Institute Lectures at Copper Mountain College

October 5 Steve Berardi:  “Ethics of Nature Photography”
November 13 Ren and Holly Davis:  “Landscapes for the People:  George Grant, First Chief Photographer of   
  the National Park Service”



Day with a Desert Naturalist 
Learn the secrets of Joshua Tree National Park in an all-day field class with a desert naturalist.  Groups will explore the 
unique landscape of the park focusing on an area of interest to them.  Common topics to be covered are:  geology, cultural 
history, flora, and ecology found in the vast valleys, rock mazes, desert cactus gardens, and Joshua tree forests.  Most 
programs cover eight miles at a moderate pace with uneven terrain and moderate elevation gain.  A “sample” Day with a 
Desert Naturalist could include Discover the Wonderland of Rocks.

Sunrise or Sunset Photographic Workshops with a Master Photographer
Let us show you where and how to take stunning sunrise or sunset images in Joshua Tree National Park!  We can create a 
customized program to spend four hours in the morning or evening photographing the iconic boulders and Joshua trees.  
This workshop is perfect for those photographers looking to improve on composition and creating unique and original 
imagery. Working with our  instructors will help you make sense of the landscape and begin to understand how to make 
effective images in this truly bizarre and wonderful terrain. If you’re just a beginner, no problem!  This workshop will provide 
you with beginning instruction in landscape photography, filter use, and sunset or sunrise silhouettes.  

PROGRAM COST

 1 - 6 people Half Day $300

 1 - 6 people Full Day  $500

 7 + people         call

Rates effective through December 2018

If your group, large or small, is searching for a special Joshua Tree National Park experience tailored to your 
interests, the Desert Institute will design an educational class expert instruction just for you. We’ll ensure that the 
activity level and optional field component will perfectly match your needs for one-day or multi-day excursions.
 

Special Programs
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The Wonderland of Rocks is a large labyrinth of granite formations and meandering corridors. It’s an easy place to get 
lost, but it’s also full of secret, picture-postcard settings, panoramic vistas, and any number of natural surprises.  Spend an 
enjoyable day hiking and scrambling through this rare place, feeling the rough texture of its timelessness underfoot and 
in the finger tips. More than just a day of outdoor adventure, this Desert Institute hike includes introductory instruction in 
how the Wonderland formed, why it looks the way it does, and how this unique environment helps support a diverse and 
interesting community of plants and animals.  Come prepared to hike seven to ten miles, depending on conditions, with 
occasional stops for rest, lunch and teachable moments. The route is cross-country and requires some scrambling and rock-
hopping, none of it extended or technical.

Joshua Tree National Park Association
Your support is critical to maintaining the beauty and integrity of Joshua Tree National Park’s unique 
ecosystems.  The Joshua Tree National Park Association has been the park’s non-profit cooperating 
partner since 1962, with a mission to assist with natural and cultural resource preservation and educa-
tional activities of Joshua Tree National Park.  Programs and projects that cannot be achieved through 
federal funds and personnel are made possible through the Joshua Tree National Park Association.  We 
offer several ways for friends of Joshua Tree National Park to get involved and make a valuable contri-
bution toward preserving this national treasure for future generations.

MEMBERSHIP
As a member of the Joshua Tree National Park Association, you will help the park achieve its educa-
tion, interpretive and research goals.  Your membership supports education materials for students, 
the park’s library and historical collection, and scientific research.
Membership benefits include:
• 15% off merchandise at Joshua Tree National Park Association Visitor Center bookstores
• $10 off Desert Institute classes
• Invitations to special events
• Reciprocal discounts at association bookstores at most other National Parks
• Membership sticker to show your support
• Keys Views newsletter
Additional premiums come with our appreciation for your support as a Supporting, Patron, Contrib-
uting, Sustaining and Benefactor levels.  Full details are available on our website and membership 
brochure, or by calling our office at 760-367-5535.

VISITOR CENTER BOOKSTORES
Joshua Tree National Park Association operates bookstores in each of the Park’s four Visitor Centers.  
Sales in our stores account for a significant portion of the Association’s revenues, and our non-profit 
mission means that proceeds from our sales support natural and cultural resource preservation and 
educational activities of Joshua Tree National Park.  
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Desert Institute Instructors
ROBIN BALCH is a Desert Institute lead volunteer and loves 
being around people.  She has hiked several portions of the 
Pacific Crest Trail and is a Forest Service Fire Lookout at Black 
Mt. Fire Tower in Idyllwild, CA.  She loves the outdoors, hiking 
and backpacking and has been mentored by the best, learning 
the ins and outs of backpacking.  Robin is also a member of 
Joshua Tree Search and Rescue (JOSAR).

DON CHAMBERS has been hiking, climbing and taking pictures 
in Joshua Tree and throughout the west for 45 years. His early 
interest in the outdoors led him to an MS in Geography.  He 
was a naturalist in the Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest for the 
USFS, taught Geology of the National Parks at Valley College 
and Cal Poly, and for the last 38 years has been the manager of 
consulting services at Esri.  Don is also Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association. 

JANIS COMMENTZ is a southern California native who grew up 
near the coast and began drawing and painting early in life.  
Janis moved to the Mojave Desert in 1977 to teach high school 
art and English. At the University of Redlands, she earned a 
B.A. in art and English. She holds an M.A. in Education from 
California State University at San Bernardino and teaches youth 
art classes at the 29 Palms Art Gallery and has facilitated life 
drawing in Joshua Tree for eight years.

KELLY CRAWFORD is the founder/CEO of Joshua Tree Excursions. 
He served honorably in the U.S. Army National Guard and the 
United States Marine Corps for 23 years. Kelly has traveled 
extensively around the world exploring and discovering the 
hidden wonders of our amazing environment. He lives by the 
motto that, “Life is a jour ney and not a destination.” He possess 
a wealth of leadership experience, is an avid outdoorsman and 
an expert in survival, navigation and backcountry expeditions.

CARYN DAVIDSON completed her yoga teacher training at the 
White Lotus Foundation in Santa Barbara, CA. The philosophy 
of White Lotus is to draw from the deep traditions of yoga while 
remaining non-dogmatic and open to the influences of the 
different contexts in which yoga is practiced. Caryn is a  recently 
retired NPS Ranger at Joshua Tree National Park.

CRAIG FUCILE, B.A., Physical Geography, teaches photography 
for University of California, Riverside Extension. A longtime 
instructor,  Fucile has taught numerous photography workshops 
in western landscapes that he enjoys photographing including: 
Joshua Tree, Death Valley, Eastern Mojave, Owens Valley, Grand 
Canyon, Bryce Canyon, Anza-Borrego, Kings Canyon, and 
Sequoia. 

ALESSANDRO GRIPPO, Ph.D., Geological Sciences, has done 
research and taught geology, oceanography, stratigraphy, 
environmental geology and field classes at Santa Monica 
College and several California State University campuses. 
Alessandro has a keen interest for the geology of the American 
southwest and loves being out there exploring, learning, and 
sharing his passion for Earth and its history.

WILLIAM HAYES, Ph.D., Zoology and Physiology, Professor of 
Biology, Loma Linda University. Hayes specializes in the ecology 
of venoms and venomous animals, behavioral ecology and 
conservation of lizards, and behavioral ecology, taxonomy, and 
conservation of birds. He has published numerous works, taught 
and organized conferences and workshops, and has given 
multiple television interviews. Hayes currently teaches classes in 
behavioral ecology, herpetology, ornithology, and conservation. 

MARK JORGENSEN has been intrigued by desert bighorn sheep 
since he was 11 years old and has spent five decades studying 
and pursuing them throughout their range. He became a 
State Park Ranger for California State Parks after four summers 
studying desert bighorn for Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
in southern California. He went on to become the last Park 
Naturalist for California State Parks at Anza-Borrego, as well as 
a Resource Ecologist, and he finished his 36-year park career as 
the Superintendent of Anza-Borrego. He is the author of the book 
Desert Bighorn Sheep: Wilderness Icon.

PAM KERSEY, Ed.D., M.S.N, R.N. is the Dean of Science, Math 
and Engineering at Cuyamaca College in San Diego. She is an 
archaeological site steward, volunteers for the Desert Institute at 
Joshua Tree and has also volunteered as a camp nurse. She has 
completed three marathon hikes for children’s cancer fundraising. 
She has camped, backpacked, and hiked for many years including 
summits over 14,000 feet 5 times. 

LEW KINGMAN is a retired fire fighter and worked for the Palm 
Springs Desert Museum as a hike leader for 8 years. He volunteers 
with the Riverside County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue for 25 years 
and Joshua Tree National Park as an archaeological site steward 
and a lead field class leader for the Desert Institute.

SCOTT KLINGER has been exhibiting his work at galleries and 
film festivals for over ten years. His work is in the permanent 
collection of the Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Art and his 
most recent film The Lover Who Doesn’t Forget was screened at 
the 66th Festival de Cannes and his film Memento Mori (2010) 
won Best Experimental Film at the Hollywood Reel Independent 
Film Festival. Scott holds degrees from UCLA and UC Irvine.

TOR LACY, M.S., Geology, is a tenured instructor at Cerritos 
College teaching Physical Geology, Introduction to Earth Science, 
Geology of the Western National Parks and Monuments, Natural 
History of Southern California and Field Methods of the Earth 
Sciences.

DAVID LAMFROM, Director of the California Desert and National 
Wildlife programs, National Parks Conservation Association, uses 
his passion and knowledge of our natural, cultural and historical 
resources to inspire others to learn about and protect our national 
parks.

KURT LEUSCHNER, M.S., Wildlife Ecology, Professor of Natural 
Resources, College of the Desert. Leuschner’s specialties include 
ornithology, entomology, and desert ecology. He has led 
hundreds of field trips both locally and as far afield as Africa. 
He teaches natural history courses for the Bureau of Land 
Management, U.C. Riverside Extension, the Desert Institute, the 
Living Desert, California State Parks, Riverside County Parks, and 
many other conservation organizations.  

DANIEL McCARTHY, M.S., Anthropology, has worked at Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park, Joshua Tree National Park, San 
Bernardino National Forest and throughout southern California 
compiling photographic inventories of the rock art of this region. 
His research interests include desert archaeology, Native American 
uses of plants, aboriginal trail systems, material culture of the 
Cahuilla and Serrano Indians, and rock art. 

DENNIS MAMMANA, M.S., Astronomy, has delivered the wonder 
and mystery of the cosmos to audiences for over three decades. 
A nationally syndicated newspaper columnist with Creators 
Syndicate and author of six books on popular astronomy, 
Mammana is also an accomplished night sky photographer and 
invited member of TWAN—an international team of the most 
highly acclaimed sky photographers on the planet.  

TANIA MARIEN has an Interdisciplinary Studies Master’s degree 
in Biology & Student Learning and a professional certificate in 
Free-Choice Learning. She served as full-time editor, educator, 
and bookseller at ArtPlantae, an educational resource connecting 
artists, naturalists, and educators pursuing interests in botany, 
botanical art and environmental education. Now working on 
other interpretive projects, she continues to connect with artists, 
naturalists, and educators as part-time editor of the ArtPlantae 
blog.

RALPH NORDSTROM has had several careers in education, along 
the way teaching the full gamut from pre-school to adult, and 
handicapped to gifted.  Branching into photographic workshops 
was a very natural path for him.  His philosophy on workshops is 
simple: They are successful when the attendees return home with 
a few great photographs and feeling that they have expanded 
what he likes to call their “Creative Vocabulary”, that is, their ability 
to express themselves through their photography.

TANYA PETROVNA is the Chef and founder of the all plant-based, 
Chef Tanya’s Kitchen in Palm Springs, CA , a fresh deli and take-
out concept. She was the visionary founder of Native Foods 
Café (1994-2012).  Chef Tanya currently resides in Palm Springs, 
California where she teaches cooking classes and Iyengar Yoga. 
She is an avid naturalist and is currently moderating the Facebook 
page “Keep Open Space Open” in hopes that current and future 
generations will be left space to breath and enjoy nature. 

KEVIN  POWELL was intrigued at an early age by the quiet 
complexity of this desert playground. Local author and 
photographer, Kevin Powell has spent forty-four years hiking, 
rock climbing, photographing and exploring within Joshua Tree 
National Park. His book, Classic Day Hikes of Joshua Tree Park, is 
available at the Visitor Centers.
 
TED REEVES, B.A., Geology, taught sciences at Chaffey High School 
for 37 years. He is presently teaching for University of the Pacific 
and believes that a relevant Natural History class requires an 
outdoor experience. In 2000, he received the National Association 
of Geology Teachers Outstanding Earth Science Teacher Award.

STEFANIE RITTER was awarded an M.S. degree from the Technical 
University in Braunschweig, Germany, specializing in zoology, 
botany, and genetics. She has taught Biology at Copper Mountain 
College and presently holds the position of Museum Coordinator 
for the Hi-Desert Nature Museum where she is responsible for all 
educational programs. Ritter has also taught geography, ecology, 
and botany for National University at the Twentynine Palms 
campus.

TOM SCANLAN is a telecommunications professional and a part- 
time college educator. He loves the outdoors and has 10 years 
of experience as a Boy Scout leader. As a hiking enthusiast he 
has climbed Mount Whitney twice. He has taught others of all 
ages how to backpack, camp and hike. Tom is an active volunteer 
archaeological site steward for Joshua Tree National Park and the 
Cleveland National Forest and for the Desert Institute.

JULIA SIZEK is a Ph.D. candidate in anthropology at the University 
of California, Berkeley. Her research focuses on contemporary land 
management conflicts in the checkerboard of private and public 
land in the eastern portions of the Mojave Desert in southeastern 
California. She studies contemporary environmental issues as well 
as local history and efforts at cultural and historic preservation.

MARINNA WAGNER recently completed her masters degree 
in Landscape Architecture and holds a B.A. in fine arts.  Her 
graduate thesis reviewed revegetation projects throughout the 
Mojave Desert and reevaluated eight different restoration sites 
in and around Joshua Tree National Park.  She has been living in 
Joshua Tree since 2015 and works at the Mojave Desert Land Trust 
Restoration Nursery and Seed Bank.

CANDICE WEBER,   M.A., is an adjunct professor of natural resources 
at College of the Desert, teaching courses in Conservation and 
G.I.S. and leading students abroad to the cloud forests of Costa 
Rica.  She majored in environmental studies and has extensive 
experience working with animals of all kinds (wild and domestic), 
including many years as a zookeeper and animal trainer at the 
Living Desert, the Long Beach Aquarium, and other marine parks.

TAYLOR WHITING is a high desert artist and educator with over 
a decade of experience developing curriculum that highlights 
creative exploration and developing technical skills to children 
and adults throughout the southern California area. No matter the 
medium or style, it is of paramount importance that her students 
have fun express themselves and find innovative inspiration from 
a historical and contemporary context.

ELIZABETH WYATT, writer, artist, and educator holds a B.A. in 
English from Southern Methodist University, and Master of Fine 
Arts and Master of Arts degrees in poetry and English from the 
University of California at Irvine. She has practiced yoga since 
2003 and currently teaches yoga in the hi-desert, in addition to 
serving as English instructor and Basic Skills Coordinator at Copper 
Mountain College in Joshua Tree.
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Credit Card # Exp. Date

REGISTRATION
You may register by phone, mail, or on-line at joshuatree.
org.  Please register early, our classes have limited sizes.  You 
may also register using the registration form found on page 
24.

COURSE INFORMATION PACKET
Upon receipt of your registration, we will send you a course 
itinerary, map, enrollment confirmation/entrance fee waiver, 
and information on clothing and equipment needs. Local 
lodging and camping information is available upon request.

CANCELLATION POLICY
If you need to cancel, notify us at least seven days prior to 
the start of the course and we will process your request 
minus a $25 cancellation fee.  No refunds, transfers, or 
credits will be granted if cancellation occurs within the 
seven day period.  Please note that we cannot make any 
exceptions to this refund policy for any reason, including 
but not limited to medical reasons, illness, travel delays, 
personal situations, emergencies, or weather.  This program 
depends on registration for its funding.  While inconvenient, 
please understand that this policy enables us to sustain our 
programs even with last minute cancellations. 

COURSE CANCELATIONS
Classes are held rain or shine. However, we reserve the 
right to change the course instructor, itinerary or meeting 
location due to weather or other conditions. Sometimes it 
may be necessary to cancel a course due to instructor illness, 
low enrollment, NPS requirements or other reason. If that 
happens, we will notify you and provide a full refund based 
upon your registration information.

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS
Before participating in any of the field activities provided by 
the Desert Institute, and as a condition to being accepted for 
such activities, you must sign, for yourself and for your minor 
child who is a participant, a waiver and release of claims, 
including of negligence, arising from your or the minor’s 
enrollment or participation. Your information is confidential.  
Participants must provide their own health and accident 
insurance.  Please obtain a doctor’s clearance if you have 
any condition that may impact your ability to participate in 
a class.

DISCOUNTS
There is a $10 discount per class for JTNPA, OSHER or PINE 
members, including those who join when they register.   
Discounts may not be combined.

SAFETY, INSURANCE AND  PHYSICAL FITNESS
Every effort is made to ensure safety on Desert Institute 
courses.  However, participants are responsible for their 
own safety and accident insurance.  JTNPA does not accept 
responsibility for lost, stolen, or damaged property or any 
bodily injury incurred during the courses.  You must sign 
a liability waiver in order to participate in the courses.  
Participants must be in good physical condition for courses/
activities in a desert that may be hot, dry, windy, and 
sometimes surprisingly cold. 

CHILDREN AND PETS
Our courses are designed for adults.  An adult must 
accompany children under 16; the minimum age is 14. Pets 
are not permitted on courses, on National Park trails, or 
unattended in vehicles.

ACADEMIC CREDIT
Credit is available from University of California, Riverside 
Extension.  Optional credit courses are marked by the symbol 
found on page 3.  The number of units are listed with each 
class. Credit fees are listed separately from noncredit fees.  
Credit units are based on a quarter system.  Credit students 
may be required to successfully complete assignments 
or exams.  Teachers may apply for Professional Career 
Development through their school district.

CAMPING AND PARK INFORMATION
Most campgrounds are first come, first served. Reservations 
are available for Black Rock and Indian Cove from October 
through May.  Camping reservations and fees for overnight 
courses held at Lost Horse Campsite are included in 
registration. For other courses, campsites may be reserved 
online through recreation.gov, by calling 877-444-6777, or 
through the Desert Institute at 760-367-5535. Campground 
fees will apply. Participants are responsible for their own 
accommodations and food. Visit the park website at nps.
gov/jotr or the JTNPA website at joshuatree.org for more 
camping information.  

WEATHER, CLOTHING, AND EQUIPMENT
Students should be prepared for a variety of desert weather 
conditions, including cold and windy days. Appropriate 
clothing, footwear, and sun protection are very important. 
Clothing and equipment needs will be identified in your 
course information packet. Be prepared – bring plenty of 
water!

General Information
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Class Registration Form
You may register for a course by phone, mail, or online at joshuatree.org.  Before participating in any of the field 
activities provided by the Desert Institute, and as a condition to being accepted for such activities, you must sign, 
for yourself and, if applicable, for your minor child who is a participant, a waiver and release of claims, including 
of negligence, arising from your or the minor’s enrollment or participation.

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

EMAIL ADDRESS

CELL PHONE

Check here if you would like to receive Desert Institute information and updates on merchandise, lec-
tures, classes, and custom-designed programming via email.  We do not share your contact information 
without your prior approval.

Membership Information
Current JTNPA/PINE/OSHER membership qualifies me for a $10 discount on every Desert Institute class

(please fill in organization name, see page 25 for PINE list)

I am a current member of JTNPA!

I would like to renew my membership or join

I am a member of a PINE or OSHER organization

PAYMENT BY: CHECK AMERICAN EXPRESS DISCOVER  MASTERCARD VISA

Name on Credit Card

Authorized Signature

DATE CLASS NAME FEE CREDIT FEE TOTAL

Membership 
Fee (Optional)

$25

Total Enclosed

Security V-Code

PHONE

How did you hear about us?

24

Make checks payable to: Joshua Tree National Park Association

   joshuatree.org760-367-5535
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Many of our multi-day classes offer a camp ing option with the instructor and other participants. Look 
for the            icon to take advantage of this option. If you would prefer to stay in a convenient motel 
or a bed and breakfast, please contact us for a complete list of lodging in the Joshua Tree Gateway 
Communities.
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From Los Angeles: Take Interstate 10 East to Highway 62 to Yucca Valley, Joshua Tree or Twentynine Palms.  You may enter 
Joshua Tree National Park through the North Entrance, Utah Trail, Twentynine Palms (south from 62); West Entrance, Park 
Blvd., Joshua Tree (south from 62); or the South Entrance at Cottonwood (take Interstate 10,  Exit 168 north.)

Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Morongo Valley:  Turn southeast off Highway 62 onto East Drive. Turn left into the 
Preserve.

Black Rock Nature Center, at Black Rock Canyon Campground, Yucca Valley:  From Highway 62, take Joshua Lane going 
south, right turn at intersection onto San Marino Dr.; turn left onto Black Rock Canyon Rd.; turn right into the nature center 
parking lot.

Cottonwood Visitor Center:  Take Exit 168 north off Interstate 10 and turn right  into the visitor center parking lot.

Joshua Tree Visitor Center,  Joshua Tree:   From Highway 62, take Park Blvd. south and turn right into visitor center. 

Oasis Visitor Center, Twentynine Palms:   Turn south off Highway 62 onto National Park Drive and turn right into visitor 
center.

Amboy Crater National Natural Landmark:  From 29 Palms, drive 50 miles east on Amboy Road, turn left onto National 
Trails Hwy, turn left to Amboy Crater.

Roy’s Gas Station and Cafe:   From 29 Palms, drive 50 miles east on Amboy Road, turn right onto National Trails Hwy.

Coachella Valley Preserve:  Exit Highway 10 at Ramon Road, turn East, turn left on Thousand Palms Canyon Road.

760-367-5535

Volunteer Opportunities
Combine your passion for the Joshua Tree National Park and education by 

joining the Desert Institute volunteer team.  
We are recruiting candidates for the following program:  

Field Class Representatives
training to be held on   

August 25 - 26, 2018
 Please call 760-367-5539 for more information 

on volunteer programs with the Desert Institute.  Photo by Richard Arnold

Photo by Chris Nicholson, National Parks at Night
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Joshua Tree National Park Association is a not-for-profit organization formed to assist with preservation, 
education, historical, and scientific programs for the benefit of Joshua Tree National Park and its visitors.

The Desert Institute providing an educational tour of the 
park for students of a university from Innsbruck, Austria.


